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To Whom It May Concern, 

Sturge-Weber syndrome (SWS) is a rare and complex neurological and vascular condition characterized by a 

facial port-wine birthmark and varying degrees of glaucoma and/or seizure disorder. Individuals living with 

SWS may experience a wide range of symptoms including seizures, developmental delays, glaucoma, paralysis, 

migraines, stroke-like episodes, tissue overgrowth, endocrine complications, organ irregularities, and visual 

field loss. Because of its rarity and variability, patients often require care from multiple specialists and may 

never meet another person with the same condition. 

The Sturge-Weber Foundation (SWF) is dedicated to improving the quality of life for individuals and families 

affected by SWS and related port-wine birthmark conditions through global education, advocacy, support, and 

research—ultimately working toward a cure. A cornerstone of our work is the biennial SWF International 

Family Conference, a 2½-day event that brings together patients, caregivers, clinicians, and researchers from 

around the world. 

As a small nonprofit organization with fewer than five staff members and an annual budget under $500,000, the 

logistics of planning a national conference can be overwhelming. That’s why our partnership with Debbie 

Ravenscraft of HelmsBriscoe has been invaluable. 

Since first connecting with SWF, Debbie has provided expert guidance in site selection and contract 

negotiation—at no cost to our organization. Her deep industry knowledge, responsiveness, and genuine 

commitment to our mission have allowed us to confidently plan and execute successful conferences in cities 

such as Orlando, Denver, Chicago, Philadelphia with continued expansion to new locations. 

Debbie is professional, organized, and incredibly easy to work with. She takes the time to understand our 

unique needs, budget constraints, and community priorities, ensuring that each conference location supports 

both our mission and our families. Her ability to simplify complex decisions and advocate on our behalf has 

been critical to our success. 

We highly recommend Debbie Ravenscraft and HelmsBriscoe to any organization seeking knowledgeable, 

reliable, and mission-driven support in conference planning. 

Sincerely, 

Julia Terrell 

Director of Community Relations 

The Sturge-Weber Foundation 

www.sturge-weber.org 



January 9, 2024

To Whom This May Concern,

Debra Ravenscraft saved the day again navigating a venue in Dubai for US state
government officials during COP28. When we experienced roadblocks with the venue,
she quickly jumped in and helped to get things back on track. She always provides the
best client service to us as she is highly responsive, responsible, and reliable.

Thanks, Deb!

Amy Holm
Executive Director
The Climate Registry

600 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 202 · Los Angeles, CA 90071 · phone 866-523-0764 · fax 213-623-6716
www.theclimateregistry.org

http://www.theclimateregistry.org


 

 

 

    Just wanted to drop a quick note of appreciation for your 

hard work and perseverance. We appreciate your 

understanding of our unique situation and budget restraints 

since we are working solely with donated funds. Once again, 

you managed to find us the perfect venue for our organizations 

meeting. The hotel was the perfect destination location and the 

staff at the resort was amazing. As always, we appreciate you 

always being available to assist us every step of the way from 

preplanning to completion. Look forward to working with you 

on the next family meeting.  

 

 

Marne Harvich-Chergi 

 










